
Psalm 17 

 

Thursday Study Notes and Questions 

On Tuesday, we studied 3 things that we should do when we are in the process of waiting on 

God and life isn’t easy.  Here are three more: 

 

4.  Keep praying.  He hears your prayers.  (Verse 6) 

Prevailing prayer is fervent and persistent prayer until we get through what we are dealing 

with, whether it is in our personal life or our intercession for another person.  Persistent prayer 

unlocks the warehouse of God’s endless love, forgiveness grace, and power.  It is not a means 

to fill our own needs.  It is not a tool to get our own way. Persistent praying is seeking to 

understand and see His truths and desires for you.   As you practice regularly reading God’s 

Word and prevailing prayer, you will learn to discern what is selfish and not right with your 

prayer requests. Here your passions, desires, and attitudes will then line up with God’s desires 

and plans for your life. 

We shouldn’t just use prayer for expressing our needs and requests to God.  It’s about sharing 

our day to day life with Him, both in times of urgency and times of happiness, times of stress 

and times of stillness, and bringing others into our requests.  Continual prayer will build our 

relationship with God.  If you never talked to your best friend except when you needed his or 

her assistance with an urgent need, how “best” would your friendship be?   To develop a deep 

relationship and “best” friendship with God, we must pursue regular, genuine communication 

with Him.   As we talk to Him, and receive His communication to us through His Word, we will 

come to realize that He is in charge of everything that happens in our lives, and trust Him 

knowing we are in His hands.   

How is your prayer life?  Is it mainly a time of seeking to fill your own list of wants?  How do you 

need to bring the thoughts and concerns for others into your prayer life?  Has busyness and 

exhaustion reduced your desire to pray?  Have you ever thought about the fact that you are 

robbing God with the opportunities He wants to give you when you do not pray?  Do you realize 

that prayer is about developing a relationship with the Lord, sharing your moment by moment 

life with Him?  How can your prayer life become more fervent and consistent? 

  

 

 



5.  Ask God to show you His love and grace.  You can count on Him to show you. (Verse 7) 

The ways that God shows His love for us so numerous, volumes of books have been written on 
the subject.  As you read the Bible and as you go throughout the day, look for ways that God 
loves you.  Here are some things about His love that will get your mind started on thinking 
about these things: 

 His love is absolutely unconditional – not based on anything you have, do, or achieve! 

 His love is eternal – you can’t exhaust it, use it up, or consume it completely! 

 The greatest demonstration of that love was when He sent His Son to die on a cross to 
forgive us of our sins and offer us the gift of eternal life. 

 He offers us the continual grace of forgiveness – for all those sins we commit daily! 

 God’s love is poured out on us with the gift of the Holy Spirit – helping us, guiding us, 
correcting us, comforting us, and strengthening us. 

 He offers us the gift of a personal relationship with Him – we can talk to Him and listen 
to Him anytime of the day! 

 He answers our prayers. 

 He heals us. 

 He protects us. 

 He guides us.     And the list can go on and on…… 
 

6.  He will be our refuge.  (Verse 8) 

There are several passages in Psalm that speak of the Lord being a refuge and covering us with 
His wings.  Psalm 17:8-9; Psalm 36:7; Psalm 57:1-2; Psalm 61:1-4; Psalm 63:6-8; Psalm 91:1-4.  
God truly gives us a refuge, a place of shelter.  He is faithful to be with us through all the things 
we deal with on a day to day basis.  No matter what you are waiting on, you can go to God and 
be protected by His great love and care, and not be swayed by the circumstances going on 
around you.  Spend some time meditating over these verses and allow God to bring a sense of 
peace and rest to your situation. 

Application: 

We have covered so much ground this week from one small passage!  I hope you will take a few 
moments at the end of this week or sometime during the weekend to journal below what God 
has been teaching you throughout this week and how He wants you to apply these truths to 
your own life. 


