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Living It Out 

Read Colossians 3:12-17.  Try reading this passage in several different passages.  Pick your favorite and 

write it down.  As we spend the next several weeks studying this passage, I would like to encourage you 

to memorize this passage.  Ask your family to help you.  Have them listen to you as you memorize this.  

This will be a great way to share with your family members this scripture passage.  This may bring some 

interesting dialog with each other – and contribute to others in your family becoming more Christ-like. 

Compassion – “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with 

compassion” (vs. 12a). 

The Greek word used here is oiktirmos, which means to display concern over the misfortune of others.  

Here is another definition that I read and just love – having sympathy of another’s distress with the 

desire to alleviate it. 

To show compassion you must enter into the pain of another person and truly share that pain. 

Notice that Paul put this virtue first on the list of things to “put on”.  Stop and consider what those 

around us would encounter if we made this the first thing that they saw in us.  Take a prayerful look at 

your life this week.  What do people see first in you?  Do they see busyness, pride or judgment?  Or do 

they see compassion and have a tangible look at knowing the Savior’s grace.



Christ showed us many times how to be compassionate.   Jesus reached out to the Woman at the well 

who was treated as an outcast by society.  He had dinner with Zacchaeus the despised tax-collector.  He 

extended mercy to the woman caught in adultery.  He embraced the children that others thought a 

nuisance.  He forgave Peter, the friend who betrayed Him. He expressed love to the crowd that crucified 

Him. 

Here’s what I would like for you to do this week.   Each day, read several verses below.  For each verse, 

ask yourself the questions below.  Use the space between each scripture listing to write your answers. 

1. How is compassion shown in this passage? 

2. How does God want me to live out this verse/verses today? 

 

 Jude 1:22 

 

 Hebrews 5:2 

 

 

 Zechariah 7:8-10 

 

 Psalm 145:8 

 

 

 Ephesians 4:32 

 

 

 Galatians 6:2 

 

 

 Proverbs 19:17 

 

 

 1 Corinthians 12:21-26 

 

 



 Luke 10:30-37 

 

 Matthew 9:36-38 

 

 

 1 Thessalonians 5:11-14 

 

 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 

 

 1 Peter 3:8-9 

 

 1 Peter 4:10 

 

 1 John 3:17-18 

 

 

 

As God speaks to your heart as to how you can minister compassion to others, keep in mind that the 

end result for your ministering to them is NOT just meeting their physical or emotional needs. That is 

simply ‘social’ compassion.  Sometimes people are so needy they can’t begin to think about their 

spiritual needs until their physical needs are met, so we need to start with social compassion.  However, 

the ultimate reason – the target at which we need to aim – is showing them the grace and mercy of 

Christ.  Social compassion is an end to itself, to help people at bettering their physical life.   God inspired 

compassion extends beyond the physical need, showing people Christ so that they too will follow and 

praise Him. 

As you extend compassion to those around you this week, some will be thankful, and others may not.  If 

this happens to you, read the story in Luke 17 where Jesus healed the ten lepers.  Only one returned to 

thank Him and showed interest in truly knowing the Healer.  Here’s what I want you to notice, Jesus 

healed them ALL, cleansing every horrible lesion whether they wanted Him or just His blessings.   What 

can we learn from this? We don’t extend compassion only to those who are willing to adhere to the 

gospel, our beliefs, attend our church, or worship God.  How many people in need would Christ have 

turned away if He had only extended compassion to those who followed Him as a result? 

Go out this week and compassionately love.  Be eager to do something for someone.  Allow yourself to 

be interrupted.  Stop.  Listen.  Respond.  Point them to the One who has made you alive! 


